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is aging Adcompanlad by iiicraaBingly CQniiarvativa acticudes? 

Until quite tfeatmtly, eKiacirtg theory atid av^idtnca probttbiy wduld 

have i^d moac peraona to anawer ym to thiB question. Theoreclcal 

reaaon^ for <aKp«citlng aging to be asaociatad with growlrtg conaerva- 

tiam aro aummaria^d by Cutler and Kaufman 

Suacessive cohorts ore aoeialiaed to diffarant, . ^attitudes , 
vnluaa, and Ideologioi m tha cantent of the» # tcultura changas« 
AssOQiated i^lf^h the subsequent movemint of Individual menibirs 
of the cohorts through the life cyale are psycho logically^ 
baaedi age-related changes In the direction of greater rigid- 
ity^ aautioudneaa I and inQraaaing reaiatsnce to change. 
Further preasur^a against the acceptance ofitichang^ beQome 
m^nifeac with Increaaing Inttgration Into the SQClal ays tent 
which l#adi to a greater stake in the iMlntananca of the 
status quo* Prasumably, therefora, older cohorts are not 
only ths bearers of the nwre traditional* * ^culturaj but 
their matabars incraaalngly adhere to the cantant of their 
earlier socialization clB they agei 

Seemingly aonsiatent with this theoretlaal formulation are the results 
of numerous studies eKaminlng the relationahip betvreen age and social, 
political^ and economic iisues (Glenn, in press; Riley 4 Fonar, 1968). 
Although important iKceptiona occur (Foner, 1974), moat studies show 
that older persons are rnora conservative than middle age persans who* 
in curn, are more cQnaervative than younger parsons. These age differ- 
ences have frequently been taken as empirical support for the contention 
that persons becotne more conservative as they grow older. 

This supposition^ however j began to be chailenged with the recog- 
nicion that age changes cannot necessarily be inferred from observed 
age dlfferenres (Schaie, 1957). If the attitudes of older persons on 
some issue are found to be more conservative, this may be a product of 
aging* of cohort or generational differences In socialisation, or of 



mom aombirtatiion o£ cha two (Riiyyi 1973) • UadauBti age and cdhurt 
efleccs are conloundedi the raaults of singlOt croas«fleeclonai ytudicis 
ratfely parmlt lihs inveBtlgatof to draw GondludlottB about thy aging- 
conBervatism felationBhipi 

In an ufftitft to dvarcdtno thlB problem, reeent raaearch haa beguii 
to employ various types of diachronid methodologies. Resting on th^ 
gro^ring avaHabllity of archival dat4 ipannlng long periods of time, 
Evan (1959) and Gl#nn and Zody (19 70) propoaed the use of cohort: aiialy- 
mis as one machod by which dlauhronld Issues eould be eKamined with data 
suitable to the study of long-term change. Although the empirical mvi^ 
denee is by no means definitive, it vrould appear from sueh studies chat 
aging cohorts tend to change thair at; .cudes in a direction which is aoti- 
alatant with changes in the population as a whole (Foneri 1974; Glenn, 
1974). In the area of CQleranae o£ Idtological nonconformity, for In- 
stance, research by Cutler and Kaufman (1975) and by Nunn, CrockeEt, and 
Williams (1978) shews that all cohorts, including the very oldasCj have 
becorae more tolerant since the mid'-1950s, Other flndingi negating cha 
aging-consarvatistn hypochesii coaii from a two and a half decade panel 
study of traditional morality in which Wllllts, Bealer, and Crtder (1977) 
demonstrate that attitudes have bacooe markedly more permissive, In short, 
Chese findings suggest that attitudlnal rigidity i& not the norm, that 
change does occur over time^ and^ that the changes among older cohorts are 
likely to be in a liberal direction if there is a growing liberalisation 
of attitudes in the society at large. 

One qualification to the preceding generalizacions is that the 
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mtQ oi actltudti ahdiige Lb ftfi^quyutiy vafldbly, A faitiy typiuai patCBcn 
Ib om in which cha direction of actitude chango is the auma fop all 
cohortw but thtt eate ot ahangu in slower amorig cli^ older uohorts (Glann, 
til praaa). Thia patcetrn oi change is GonBiatent with the Interpretatiun 
t!mt period effeuta a^arcialng liberaiiEing InCluynces are pairtiuiiy offset 
amdtig the older cohorts by age*-reiated elfectg in the direGtion of growing 
conBurvatianii BuGauie moat cohott designs do not petmit the analyac to 
allocate ttmse effocta in a rigorous and definitiva manner , such an inter- 
pratacion Is entirely plauaible. Still, what is important to remember on 
a dosoriptlve lev^l that the net result of these opposing effects la 
change in a liberal dlractton. 

To suiwnariEe the dlscuasion to this polnc* the once prevalent notion 
that aging ii generally, if not invariably, associated with growing con-- 
servattsm haa been oalied Into question* Vet, becauae research on thia 
subject is far from abundant, Glenn's (1974) observation that "the topic 
of aging and conaervatisra la a virgin research area in whioh much remains 
to be learned" is still valid * To gain additional knowledge will require ^ 
at a rainimum, further eKarnlnation of the aglng-conserva tiara hypothesis over 
an appropriately wide range of issue areas using data and raethodologies 
suitable to che study of long-term change. 

This paper seeks to meet these requirements by eKamining cohort 
changes in antitudes about the availability of legal abortions* Not only 
is this a coplc of considerable current incerest, but it also lends itself 
quite well to an eKaflilnation of che aging-conservatisni issue for the 
following reasons, first, opposition Co the availability of legal 
abortions taps two of the dimensions ot conservatism discussed by Glenn 
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(1974 ; stiu alio Caliahan, 1977): gianafally rauteiativup ratlmif Chan 
p^midsi\^ti and tolyranti attituda toward humaii bohaviot," and '*rQjiis tanca 
to chmga whlah would benafit diaadvantaged s^gmynta ot the population J' 
Furth^rtnora, Granbyrg'a (1978) analygis of corrQlatas of oppoalclon to 
Ugailsed aborcion ahows chat the beit pfcdictor t i ia a conservative or 
cradicioaal approach to matters of personal morality," Second, although 
many trend analyaes Ce,g», Everg ^ McGee, 1977) indicate that public opinion 
has ihi£Ciad In a llbaral direction to a conglderable GKCent since the mid- 
i960B* only one study (Mcintosh h Alston, 1977) exeunines cohort: congas 
in attitudaa about the availability of legal abortions but does so for the 
purposi o£ eKplaining religious dilferenceit Thirds data from seven national 
aurveys of the adult population of the Unitid States containing identical 
questions asked between 1965 and 197 7 are available with which to conduct 
the analysis, Thus, examination of cohort changes in attitudei about the 
availability of legal abortions s covering a period during which the general 
trend has been toward more tolerant^ permissive , and liberal attitudes ^ 
affords a valuable opportunity to eKtend the existing evidence on the 
question of the ralationship between aging and conservatism, 

HEXHODS 

Surveys and Design of the Analysis 

Seven surveys, all from the National Opinion Research Center at the 
University of Chicago and all representing the total non-institutionalized 
population of the Unicsd States, 18 years of age and older, are used in 
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Cha analysia. In the 1965 survey (SRS /^870), rGipondenta wera sttitaeced 
by m^tina of a atandard muiti-BCage area probability sample to tlie 
blodk or sagment Laval with quotas tot sax, racei age and employment 
status at the bloak Uvel, The 1972-1977 surveya, conductad in the 
aarly spring oi mch yaat^ are MORC^s General Social Surveys, the 
Bampling daiigns used between 19 72 and 1974 were also modified multi- 
stage area probabtlity samples to chs block or sagment levels with 
quotas based on sbk^ sge, and employmint status at the block level. 
Thi 1975 and 1976 surveys combined the Bampling design used In the 
1972-19 74 surveys with a full probability iaraplei while respondents 
in the 1977 survey were selected entirely from a atratified, multi^ 
stage area probability sample of culsters of households* 

The general reeaarch atrategy to be used in the study is that of 
cross-sequential analysis (Riley, Johnson* & Ponar, 1972) • l^ith this 
design* eke dependent variable score for a sample of a (birth) cohort 
from one survey is cotnpared with the dependent variable score of a 
sample o£ that same cohort drawn from another survey at a later time. 
For instances respondents 54 years of age and older in 1965* 61 years 
of age and older In 1972, 62 years of age and older in 1973* and so on* 
can be traced over the twelve year period encompaased by the surveyi. 
ComparlSDn of the dependent variable scores for samples of one or more 
cohorts at two or more tiraei in this manner allows "for description of 
whether i in what direction* and to what extent change has occurred as 
the cohorts have aged* Table 1 describes the four cohorts on which 
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Table 1. 
i\iialvslH of 


Speelflti RQiiPusentiUifin of t\m CroaB-BQ(|uoiitifii \)mim Usctl for tlia 
Oohorl: ClirtiissQi In ilttiCudeH About tliLi Availalillity of kml AbortlotiH 


Illrtli 
Coliort 


1963 

Me . N 


M M M 
_AgQ_ J_ Aie N Aie_ N 


1975 1976 1977 
^ A|e N Age ^ N 


im-mi 


ia-29 317 


25-36 412 26-'37 368 27'-3i 363 


28-39 334 29-/(0 352 30-/il 352 




30-41 333 


37-/|8 322 3849 304 39-50 238 


40'51 295 41-32 237 42-33 298 


1912-1923 


42-53 353 


49'6() 339 §0-61 289 51-62 2?i 


52-63 248 53-64 278 54-65 284 


rl9U 


54+ 458 


61+ 319 62+ 280 §3+ 278 


64+ 264 65+ 264 66+ 206 




1,463 


1,392 1,2/|1 1,200 


1,141 1,131 1,U0 
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dompiitabla atticutllrtal and bflckgraund data ato dvallabU lu the ativen 

H^adurQmiinc of eltts Ddpunddnt Variable 

Attitudea dbout th^ nvatiabllity of lagal dbortlona we^e mutiaurad 

by thij Eollowing a Ik qm&^Lom elmt werti asked in identAcul Eortn and 

Dtder In Mth ot the aueveyg: 

Please tell me whethar or not you think it should bd posslbla 
for a pregnant woman to obtain a lagal abottion, 

1* If there L& a itrong chance of Berioua dafuct in 
the baby? 

2 1 II she Is married and io^B not want any mt^ childran? 

3. II the woman's own health la i^rloualy endttngerod by 
the pregnancy? 

4i if the family has a very low income and eantiot afford 
any more ahlldrtn? 

5* If iha became pregnant as a raault of rapa? 

6, If she is not married and does not want to raarry the 
man? 

A score of 1 was assigned to "y®^" responsei on each ttern, a acore of 
D to *'no" rtsponiaa, and ail ochtr tasponses were asatgnsd to a missing 
data catagory* GuctMn scale analysis was performed on the full set of 
six icema in each surv^ey. Because previous research has often dis^ 
tinguishad between "hard" or medical CI* 3» and 5 above) and "soft*' or 
eleecivi (2, 4, and 6 above) reasons, sliollar analyses weic% performed 
on each set of chree items. The coefficients of reproducibility and 
scalability reported in Table 2 and the aearly invarianc structure of 
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Table 2# Gceteldierua of Reproducibility and 
SdiilAbl Uty Cdr^Elve^Detietvd^nc^^ UbU. Scaled 



Scdlea . . . 1963 . I9t2 . 1971. 19^ l9lS . 19^6 . mi 

3«Uem "Hard** 

Reproduelbllity .898 .926 *948 .942 340 *935 *947 

SdaUbLltty .742 .676 .683 ,625 *G65 .631 .674 

3-Uam ^'Sofc'* 
Reasons ScAle 

Reproduclbillcv .939 ,928 *933 ,928 ,929 .939 *919 

Scalability .663 *B22 .856 .844 i846 .868 .825 

Reproducibility .916 .923 ,938 .931 ,933 *936 .932 

Sdalabilicy .710 .763 .802 .776 ,789 .798 .784 



^Thi^ scale maaaur^s approval of tha avdllablllty af legal abofEidns II 
(a) thara is a sErong chanae of sarious defect in th^ baby, (b) ehi woman's 
awn haalth Is sarlously andangiMd by tha pre|Mncy» and (c) she became 
pregnant as a caault of rapa, 

bthis scala mMSurM approval of tha avatlabllity of lagal abortions If 
(a) she is marriad and does not want any wars qhlldran, (b) tha family has 
a vary low income and dannac afford any mori childran, and (c) aha is not 
marriad and doss not want to mrry tha man. 

^Ihls scala Includes all of the six Itams. 



responses to the Itewa lit the aeveu sui^ays Justify tti«^tlrtg them ift 
thi fatm df surtttftary ^eiiiea* thusj three* Item scales Wdtfe dotisttucted 
rtedsuring approval of the availability at legal abattlorts tot '*hard'* 
drtd "soft'* rGdsdnSi teapeCfelVeiyi Sdot€S oh tU^&d two ^u^tlei fdrtgri 
ttom 0 (law Approvid) %o 3 (high £ipprov.il). A rf^neifdl ^cMla tapping 
apptaval tot the ful A ast of bIk teMon^ was airiL> conattfudted with 
Scores vdrylag between □ (low dppfoval) and 6 (high upp^oval)* 

Data Analysts Procedures 

Any analysis tracing cohort chAngod ovst an eKtend^d per tod of 
time muac Gonfront the ptoblem of VAflabl^ cdhort aofttposltion resulting 
(rm non-Mndom nwrtallty* Bacaues cohdrt flow Is aeGOsipanl^d by * 
chAnging rdci^ mn4 mcLomcommLc conipDslcloni differential 

attrition can affect the dependent vdrlitble gcofa if the aaufeas of 
detrition atg related to tht d^pandent variabla. For inatandai tha 
higher martallty of pataotis of low^r soetosconotnlc itatui reiults in 
a cohort that is progr^daiv^ly mora allta in tertaa of Its sdueational 
atwinm^nct Ctv^n that apptovaL of abortion is related to l^^ol ojf 
c^ducationai attainment (Cranbfetg, 1978)* such diffferenttal attrition 
would hava the artifaQtual result of producing higher levels 

of approval In a cohort owing to its changing compositional characcar*- 
Istica. To eompensats for this effeGt, multivariate controls ihould be 
applied In ordsr to approKlmate compositional comparability. 

This la done in the present study with Multlpli Clasiif Icatlon 
Analysla (MCA). This multivariate technique, designed for use with 
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i^ajjiaL aod ofdaa^l pr^dtctor variables, will piraic the applicatiori 
sdaisltansous c^ntjeoEs to remove the effects of education, seic, and 
f^ce^ Mote gitwr^lly, MCA can be used to exaffllne th% relationship 
^^twmt^ mch o£ i Set of prtdlator variablea and a d^pindent variable 
tt^lddnp tbi aff ac^i oi thi remaining predictors eomstant (e.g** the 
r^lailcyTiibip bestv^in cohort differeiiceB on aboctioB attitudes in eaeh 
sw^rmy controll kg f or the effects of eduQatlen, sejc, and raee)* When 
tEisiltdpLt pr&dic toici are smployedj MCA yields an adjustad net saore 
cJiat 1^ iquLval^ia-c to the meati value of the depsnd^at variable for each 
e^tegQ^ of a g l7^n predtotor after statistically controlling for the 
^ifectp o£ the ^i^aloimg ptedictora* By removing such effects, changing 
^ishoixt compoJltdori can be ruled out as a source of an/ observed intra* 
^^ho^t change! ^cv^t the cwelve year period* In addition to exanilning 
p^tt^rt^a in the a^t sifian scores themselves, the resiiltB are also in- 
c^rp^iCid u^lng ai3 P^t^ic C7^^^) that indicatas the statistical gig^ . 
itdftWttCi of th.€ batwi^n^cohort differences in each of the iurveys after 
p^rtdaLiiag out tb^ efffiets attributable to the othir demographic and 
gCct^iG<?noniLd p3:idlcCPC8* 

Beiore conslditins s^pecif ic cohort trends^ It is useful to examine 
tfii gtaaid ffleJin ^eofes £or the three scales in th© seven surveys* ^ree 
la^in poinci cm be notM in regard to the general trends in attitudes 
atouC tie avdllabillcy of Itgal abortions as Bhowa by the data presented 
Ifi T^bl4 3r Fi3at> ch^tB^jor Increases in favomblg attitudes occurred 
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betweea 1965 and 1972» Regardlsss of feihiah scale Is being considered, 
attitudas had become considerably more tmvorablm prior to the Suprsma 
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Court's landmrk decision on abortloti In jaauary of 1973* Secoad, 
refleetlog tlther the naintenanee of chest pre-existing changes or tha 
consequances of the Suprma Court's deelstoa-p attitudes coatinued to 
shift in thft direction of being more favorable through 1974 but at a 
much diminished tat&^ From 1974 through 1977, there Is some variability 
and fluctuation^ but the general pictuci portrayed by the data Is one 
of a platiau having been reached around 1974 w^lth no apprealable ten- 
dtney thareaf car for public opinion on abortion to have become raore 
ot less favorable. The period 1973-1974^ therefore, appaara to sig- 
nal the end of the recant liberallaatloti of attitudes about abortion. 
Third, while thesa general patterns are the same for the tw-o component 
scalasj it should also be noted that thi medical or "hard" reasons 
for abortion enjoy substantially greater iupport over the entire 
period than do the "soft" or elective raaaons. 

With these general trends as background. Is there Inter-cohort 
variability in the trends? In parciculatj do the older cohorts mhow 
any evldenct of growing conservatism, attitudlnal rigidity, or change 
in a liberal direction but at a slower rate? The data bearing on 
these queationa are given in Figure 1 ^hlch, for ease of preientationj 
plo^ the net mean scores for the four cohorts across the seven surveys. 




Table 3^ Grand Mean S^oyfts on the Dependent Varlabla Scalas 



Scales ^^^963 1972 1973 1974 L975 197 6 1977 
Reasons Scal^ 

Grand Means 1,81 2.32 2.52 2,53 2.46 2.48 2.51 
Reasons Scale^ 

Grand Means .54 U22 1.40 1,41 1.39 1,38 1,41 

6-1 tern ♦•General'* 
RaaiOns ScaLe^ 

Grand Mians 2.36 3.54 3.92 3,96 3.86 3,86 3.92 



^Scotes On ttil# iaaL^ range from 0 (low approval) to 3 (high approval) 
^Scores on thta acal^ rangi from 0 (low appfoval) to 6 (high approval) 
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to begin, It would appear that there is neither growing conserva- 
tism nor attltudinal rigidity among the older cohorts. Looking at the 
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period beCTean 1965 and 1973 when the greateit changes occurred, it ta 
clear that the attitudes of the older cohorti on the three scales ^ like 
those of the younger cohorts ^ became more favorable. Although 

changes in the poat-1973 period are far leas dramatic, the older eohorts 
display much the same kind of variability in their attitudes about the 
availability of legal abortions as do the younger cohorts. Thus, over 
the entire period, figure 1 iho^s (A.) that change rather than rigidity 
la characterlatlc of thi attltudei of the older cohorts, and (B) that 
their atcitiides have shifted in the same liberal direction as those of 
the younger cohorts* 

If there is no evidence of growing conservatism or of attltudinal 
rigidity j is there any support for previous flndingi which show that 
the rate of change is lass rapid ainphg the older cohorts? If it were 
the case that Che older cohorts became more liberal but at a slower rate, 
we ehould Elnd Increasing gaps between the older and younger cohorts on 
the dependent variable scales. Because the inter-cohort differences on 
the three abortion scales in 1965 were .statistically Insignificant by 
the F-teits for net efficts (see lable 4), changes at dlscernibly variable 
rates should result In the einergitice of statistically significant cohort 
differences reflecting the growing attltudinal divergence. 
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Unfavorable 




Table 
F- Teats 


4. Ptobability Values Assoclatad with 
I of Si^lficance.^ of Cohort Differences 








Scales 


1965 1972 1973 1974 1975 


1976 


1977 


3-1 ttm "Hard" 
Reasons Scale 








1 


.57 .27 .07 .64 .96 


.35 


.06 


3-Iteio "Soft" 

-Raasona-Scale— - • 










,36 .66 .98 .52 .52 


.45 


.65 


6- Item "General" 
Reasons Scale 








£ 


,97 .53 .55 .68 .70 


.39 


.21 



^(fiat) Casts controHlni for education, sex^ and race* 
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The daca in rable 4 present the probablllcy values associated with 
the tests of iignlficance for cha net effects of cohort differeaces 
aftar controlling for education, sex, and raca^ On none of the scales 
aod in none of the surveys do these values reach .05 level. At 
least between 1965 and 1977, the intra-cohort trends have been In- 
sufficiently variable to produce statlsttcally ilgnlflcant inter- 
cohort differences. Thus^ the trends toward liberalization of attitudes 
about the availabtlity of legal abortlona between 1965 and 1973 and the 
general stabilisation of attitudes between 1973 and 1977 appear to 
characterise all cohorts e^camined in this analysis. The older cohorts, 
in other words, have neither been so resistant to change nor so prone 
to move in a conservative direction during a period of stability that 
appreciable diffareacei have emerged between them and the younger cohorts. 

SUMMARt CONCLlJSrONS 

The notion that aging is asaoclated with Increasingly conservative 
social, political, and aconomic attitudes, a notion which formerly en- 
joyed widespread acceptance, has been challenged recently by the results 
of longitudinal and cohort analyses. These studies suggest that the 
attitudes of older periona change in a liberal, tolerant, or permissive 
direction if the attitudes of the general population are moving that 
way, M though Some research findings note that older cohorts change 
at a slower rate, thtre is no evidence of attltudinal rigidity or of 
any aging effects In a conservative direction of sufficient strength 
to offset period effaces in a liberal direction, 

10 

■ ■ • -4* ■ t# ■ • • 



-12- 

These conclusions, howevers rest on a limited number of studies. 
ThuSj there la a continuing need to evaluate the aging-conservatism 
hypothesis over a wIAb range of Issues with data that lend themselves 
to dlachronlc analysis* This paper extends the evidence into the area 
of attitudes about the availability of legal abortions. Six identical 
questions, asked in each of seven national surveys of the adult popu- 
lation of the United States, were eKMined In the form of three scales: 
(A) a scale tapping approval of the availability of legal abortions 
for the so-called **hard'^ or medical reasons* (B) a scale measuring 
approval for "soft" or elective reasons, and (C) a general approval 
scali. The scores of four cohorts on these scales were traced over 
the twelve year period 1965-1977 using Multiple Classification Analysis 
to control for the effects of changing cohort composition* 

The reaulca show that attitudes about the availability of legal 
abortions became considerably more liberal during the period 1965--1973- 
Within a year after the Supreme Court handed down its January^ 1973 
decision on abortion, however, public opinion became relatively stable, 
albeit with minor fluctuations between 1974 and 1977. Of even greater 
Import givin the purpose of this study is the finding that this general 
pattern characteriied all cohorts examined in the analysis. Perhaps the 
most tailing piece of evidence is that statistically significant dlf- 
ferencis between the cohorts appeared at none of the seven clme points 
covered in the study. Had there been any support for the aging^conserva 
tlsia hypothesis in any of Its various forffls— attitude change in a con- 
aervaelve direction^ no change or actltudinal rigidity, or growing llb^ 
eralism but at a markedly slower pace— cohort differences should have 
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become more pronounced over the twelve year period. This pattern was 
nowhere observed with sufficient strength so as to yield statistically 
significant cohort differences. ThuSs we conclude (A) that aging is 
not necessarily or Inevitably accompanied by Incraasingly consaryative 
attitudes^ (B) that older persons are neither so rigid nor so resistant 
to change that their attitudes are invariant » and (C) that in times of 
growing liberallsmi the attitudes of older persons can and do change 
In the same direction and to the same degree as those of yoimger persons. 

We can only speculate on the reasons why cohort changes in attltudea 
about the availability of legal abortions were relatively uniform in 
contrast to other studies finding that change in a liberal 

direction occurred at a slower rate among the older cohorts. One 
possibility discusaed by Foner (19 74) relates to the level of generality 
of the issues being consider ed* To change general and fundamental socio- 
political orientations ^ she hypothesiEeSj may require profound alter- 
ations In an individual's values* On such general issues^ then, persons 
may become more impervioua to change as they grow older. Fairly specific 
issues, however J may be more conducive to change by not requiring major 
shiftr in individual value systems. From this perspective^ tolerance 
of ideological nQnconformlty (Cutler ^ Kaufmani 1975; Nunn et al** 1978) 
and the atoisslon of Red China to the United Nations (Glenn, 1974), areas 
in which older cohorts changed in the same direction but more slowly than 
younger cohorts, would represent more general and less proximate issues. 
Although the membefs of older cohorts are themselves unlikely to be 
affected by whether legal abortions are available, It is an issue that 
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Is more specific, more prOKimata In that it may affect their chlldreii, 
and one that they can probably ",,,avaluate in light of their o^n gk* 
perience'* (Fonarp 19 74), Because' this interpretation is clearly an 
M ££Si f to one, further iresearch is naedad to determine whether 
generality and proKimity prove to be good predictive dimensions of the 
direction and extent of attitude change with aging. 

Other implicatloni of the results deserve mention. Firsts the 
findings have some bearing on th%. question of the impact of legislative 
and judicial change on attitudee. There is little agreement as to 
whether legislation reflecti or effects attitude change CColombotos, 
1969). It is pQssible that the biirst of reform and repear legislation 
passed in many atates, beglnningwlth Colorado in 1967, was responsible ^ 
for the major shifts in public opinion on abortion between 1965 and 1973* 
Eo^ever, the Supreme Court's decision on abortion in January of 1973 
clearly did not result in trends toward appreciably more tolerant, per- 
lalsiivaj and liberal attitudes. The Judgment handed dotm by the Court 
more nearly signalled the cessation of growing approval. Consideration 
of the causal dynamics is bayond the scope and intent of this paper, but 
It is worthy of note that change In formal, legal norms ^in this area was 
not subsequently accompanied by parallel changes in public opinion. 

Second, in a recent article Schrelbar (1978; see also Fischer, 1978) 
eKplores the interasting notion of the "life history" of social isiues* 
Variation in the itrength of the relationihip between education and 
liberal social attitudes over time is interpreted as reflecting differen- 
tial awareness of changing legal and social conditions. This awareness, 



fostered through exposuYe to the mass media, leads persocis ^^Ich higher 
lavela of aducation to change their attitudes early which » in turiip 
strengtheiis the relationship between education and the issue being 
considered. As knowledge and awareness eventually filteif or -'trickle" 
down, to persons at the lower educational levels, they also change and 
the magnitude of the education relationship diminlihea over time* 

Schreiber's discussion suggests a broader implicatiDii of the 
results of this analysis* If the rate of attitude change may be con- 
strued as an indicator of awareness of changing social norms and 
conditions through eKposure to the mass media, the present findings 
counter the disengagement theory of aging in still another way. Just 
as Glenn (1969) found no evidence of decreasing opinionatlon with age 5 
our findings indicate that older cohorts have been as aware as younger 
cohorts of changing social norms about the availability of legal abor^ 
tlons* In that senae^ then, aging does not appear to have been associ- 
ated with disengagement* 

Finally s and on a more practical levels Glenn (1977) seeias to be 

correct in observing that 

persons directing campaigns to change attitudes and 
behavior who "write off" older persons as a lost cause 
are making a serious atrategic error if in fact many 
older persons are ammenable to many kinds of change. 

Consistent with the results of other diachronlc studies^ this analyaia 

shows that older persons can change their attitudes over tlme^in 

the same direction and to the same extent as younger persons. Those 

who attempt to shape public opinion and who regard the elderly as 

attitudinally rigid and inf legible would indeed appear to be mistaken* 
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